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Minehead BID and Free Press join 
in local economy support initiative
Minehead traders beating lockdown
IT may not be business as usual for Minehead 
traders at the moment – but they are doing 
their best to keep all their customers happy.

Dozens of them have found ways of working 
through the lockdown, from switching to online 
trading to offering home deliveries for food and 
drink.

Among them is butcher Stuart Lowen who 
is working flat out delivering meat, vegetables 
and other essentials to homes in Minehead 
and surrounding villages – one of a dozen 
independent food sector traders, including 
fish and chip shops, kebab houses, Indian and 
Italian restaurants, which have rapidly adapted 
to vastly changed conditions.

Other traders are providing online shopping, 
delivery and collection services. And all have 
won the backing of the Minehead BID team, 
which is teaming up with the Free Press to 
offer a weekly Lockdown Directory of those still 
actively trading, together with their contact 
details.

Minehead BID manager Andrew Hopkins 
said traders had made a tremendous effort 
not to let their customers down during 
unprecedentedly challenging times.

“In many cases it has been a very steep 
learning curve to adjust from having customers 
coming through the door to dealing with them 
remotely over the ‘net’ or telephone,” he said.

“But I’m hugely impressed by the way so 
many of them have made that change so 
determinedly.

“After the initial challenges, things are on a 
much more even keel now and I know from the 
feedback we are getting that local people really 

do appreciate the efforts Minehead businesses 
are making to make life as tolerable as it can be 
during lockdown.”

The Minehead BID consortium was set up in 
2018 with the support of more than 240 local 
traders to raise the town’s profile as a resort 
and organise regular entertainment events 
– though this year’s programme has been 
severely restricted by the coronavirus crisis.

But, said Andrew: “We could hardly have 
anticipated two years ago that BID would be 
playing another role altogether in co-ordinating 
local traders’ response to a national pandemic.

“The plus side of this situation – as is the 
case across the country – is that thousands 
of families are really appreciating what local 
traders are doing to keep life on as normal a 
course as possible.

“And if that leads to those traders retaining 
a new and loyal customer base into the months 
and years after restrictions are lifted, then a 
virus which has sown such devastation will at 
least have had one positive outcome.”

 

 

01643 702868 
Unit 1-2, Vennland Business Park.
MART ROAD, Minehead, TA24 5DX

CELEBRATING 50YRS AS A SMALL 
INDEPENDENT BUSINESS IN MINEHEAD.
We are offering customers a 10% Discount on Paint  
& Sundries on production of this Advertisement.

Only available on purchases over £10. F&B, LG & Wallpaper Excluded. Selected Lines Exc. Please ask in store.

Shop Local  
& Live Colourfully

 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

TELEPHONE 
ORDERS ONLY

BREAD, CAKES & SAVOURIES

New opening times 

Minehead 8-2 (Monday - Saturday) 

Williton 7-2 (Monday - Saturday)

01984 633477 /  info@glenmorebakery.co.uk

Rolys Fudge pantry in Minehead are still very 
much in business selling our delicious  hand 
crafted crumbly fudge to the locals in Minehead 
and surrounding areas.  
We are doing safe distanced 
doorstep deliveries of gift boxes gift 
bags and hampers which can be 
custom made to suit. 
If you wish to place an order please 
do not hesitate to contact Kim on 
07874923925.

Roly’s 
FUDGE 
...it’s crumbly!

NEXT DAY HOME DELIVERIES  
in and around Minehead  

Open 7 Days a week 
(Times vary due to Covid-19) 

Convenience store, Alcohol, Lottery, UPS parcel 
access point  

Contact 01643 703050

 

STORESCornerhouse
90 CHER, MINEHEAD

Call us on 01643 702204 
www.cranmersoptometrists.com

WE ARE OPEN
For essential and emergency 

eyecare requirements 
Supporting the community at this difficult 

time our services include  
repairs and delivery. 

We are part of the NHS ACES scheme

THE TOYBOX MINEHEAD 

07791 104242 
For your Garden Games, Paddling Pools,  

Board Games, Puzzles and much much more. 

"OPEN" for telephone orders or via our 
FACEBOOK PAGE 

FREE "SAFE DISTANCE" DELIVERY TO MINEHEAD 

STAY SAFE - STAY WELL

We are trading online 
www.hummingbirddunster.co.uk 
also free local delivery and safe 

collection can be arranged 
particularly for  

Annie Sloan Chalk Paint

HUMMING BIRD

www.parkslane.co.uk 
 

We are open for 
doorstep deliveries  

and enquiries. 
 

 

Call 01643 707707

To all our future Brides that have had to postpone 
their appointments with Exmoor Brides, please be 

assured of our fullest attention once restrictions have 
been lifted. Stay safe 

www.exmoorbrides.co.uk

Threads of Minehead, 
Central House, Summerland Place, 

Minehead TA24 5BT
Contact us by email  

jackie@threadsofminehead.com 
or telephone 07891 404543 

if there is anything that you would like.  
No order is too big or too small 

We can take payment over the telephone, then deliver 
locally or use post/courier.

are still open behind closed doors 
We are offering a free, contactless delivery service on 

orders over £10 within our local area including Watchet, 
Williton and Porlock. 

Check out our Facebook page Generations or  
email: generationsltd19@outlook.com 

Mobile: 07802 892477 
Children’s clothing, footwear & pocket money toys. 

20% off all items @ Generations with this coupon  
(coupon will be collected on delivery) 

Please stay safe and, to reassure you, we are working 
within the government guidelines for the safety of 

employees and our customers.

PLUMBING AND HEATING SPECIALIST MERCHANT 

Pre-order by calling  
01643 702385 

Wait a short time for the branch to pick. 
Collect your order from the collection point  

situated at the side of the building. 
We will open the side gate and leave the materials for 
you to collect, maintaining a 2m distance at all times. 

Opening hours 
Mon-Fri 7.30 till 3.30 
Closed Sat and Sun 

Also open online at www.wolseley.co.uk

LOCAL BUSINESS? 
Would you like to be included in the 
next local economy support initiative 
page? Phone Ria Rickward at the 
West Somerset Free Press on 01984 
632731 or 07800 606822 (mobile).


